to be highly praised and an importance was attached to his
work totally out of proportion to its content. Obviously,
the cause of this unscientific phenomenon must be sought
in circumstances of an unscientific order. ... In England
this reaction arose exclusively on clerical soil. "When Bateson's
own attack, not only on Darwin, but on the theory of evolu-
tion in general,. . . had passed unnoticed, he gleefully clutched
at Mendelism. ... In Germany., the anti-Darwinist move-
ment developed not only on clerical soil; it found even stronger
support in an outburst of narrow nationalism, of hatred of
everything English and the exaltation of everything Ger-
man. . . . Whereas the clerical Bate son took special care
to clear Mendel of every suspicion of being of Jewish origin
(an attitude that only recently had been inconceivable in an
educated Englishman), to the German biographer he was
exceptionally dear as 'etn Deutscher von echtem Schrot und
Korn.'* The future historian will probably note with regret
this incursion of the clerical and nationalist element into the
most important sphere of human activity, the sole object
of which is to reveal the truth and to protect it from unworthy
dross."

In an address he delivered at the Academy of Sciences
in 1940 Lysenko said that in agrobiology we had no reason
to keep in step with Western Europe or America, because we
are advancing, and he added: "They have no Michurin theory
there, and this is not because they have no scientists of talent.
They have had distinguished men there, and have them now;
but they have not the conditions that we have for the display
and development of talent. They had that genius in biology
Burbank, but there is no Burbank theory, although there
might have been."

* A true-blooded German.
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